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Define “Gentleness” 

For this section you will need to use a Strong’s Concordance, or an internet resource such that 

serves the same purpose as “Strong’s.” If you need help with this, please talk to David or one of 

the elders. 

I. What definition does the English dictionary give for Gentleness?   

             

II. In Galatians 5:23 which Greek word is translated as Gentleness?    

a. What is the Strong’s number for this word?        

b. What is the definition of this word?       

            

c. Find three other places where this word is used: 

i.             

ii.            

iii.            

d. In Colossians 3:12 how is this same word translated by the KJV, 

NKJV or ESV?           

e. How is this word translated by the NASB or NIV here?      

III. In Matthew 11:29 which Greek word is translated as Gentle?    

a. What is the Strong’s number for this word?        

b. What is the definition of this word?       

            

c. Find three other places where this word is used: 

i.             

ii.            

iii.            

d. In Matthew 5:5 how is this same word translated?      

IV. Having studied these passages, is the English definition of Gentleness 

adequate?             



Bible study packet for September 2017 – Gentleness     Page: 2 

Unlike last month’s faithfulness study, the word “gentleness” does not appear very 

often in the Bible. Because of that, we will be studying the context of each passage 

in greater detail.  

Jesus is Gentle 

I. Study Matthew 11:25-30 and answer the following questions: 

a. Which verse contains the occurrence of Gentle?      

b. What are “these things” that God has hidden from the wise and 

understanding (hint: look in the previous context)?  Please give verse 

references to prove your answer.       

            

c. To whom were “these things” revealed?       

d. How did Jesus’ listeners know that the Father had handed “all things” 

over to Jesus (hint: look in the previous context)?     

            

e. In what way had Jesus proven that He had the power to give rest to 

those who were heavy laden?         

f. Please give the Strong’s number and definition for the Greek word 

that is translated “yoke” in verse 29:       

            

g. What were some historical uses for a yoke?      

            

h. How does one take up Jesus’ yoke according to verse 29?   

            

i. Please give the Strong’s number and definition for the Greek word 

that is translated “lowly” in verse 29:       

            

j. Jesus describes Himself as gentle and lowly. Why would this be 

motivation to take up his yoke?        

            

k. Does Jesus say that He will take all burdens away from his followers?  

            

l. Please describe how verse 30 describes the gentleness of Jesus:   
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II. Study Matthew 21:1-17 in order to answer the following questions: 

a. Which verse has the occurrence of gentle in this section?    

b. In what way do the different translations render this word?  

ESV     NKJV    KJV      

NASB    NIV      

c. In these 17 verses what three distinct (yet connected) events are 

recorded?  

i.             

ii.             

iii.             

d. In verses 6-11 what action showed Jesus’ gentleness?    

            

e. In verses 12-13 did Jesus’ gentleness prevent Him from putting an end 

to wrongdoing?      

f. What wrongdoing was taking place?       

            

g. In verses 14-17 what action showed Jesus’ gentleness?    

            

h. In each of the three events recorded here, Jesus quotes the Old 

Testament. For extra credit, find and record where these Old 

Testament quotes are found.        

           

           

III. Read through 2 Corinthians 10:1-6 and answer the following questions: 

a. Give the Strong’s number for the Greek word that is translated as 

“Meekness” in the description of Christ:       

b. What is the definition of this word?       

            

c. Give the Strong’s number for the Greek word that is translated as 

“Gentleness” in the description of Christ:       

d. What is the definition of this word?       

            



Bible study packet for September 2017 – Gentleness     Page: 4 

e. In what way does Paul describe his own attitude when he is face to 

face with them?       

f. What is the Strong’s number for this word?       

g. What is the definition of this word?       

            

h. In what way does Paul describe his own attitude when he is away 

from them?       

i. What is the Strong’s number for this word?       

j. What is the definition of this word?       

            

k. List all the ways that Paul imitates Jesus’ attitudes and teaching 

methods according to verses 2-6 (use other paper if needed):   

           

           

           

Gentleness as a response to opposition 

Responding properly to opposition is a difficult task. But, as we will see, 

gentleness is a large part of responding to opposition in a godly fashion.  

I. Study 2 Timothy 2:22-26 then answer these questions: 

a. In which verse is “gentleness” found (Possibly “meekness” or 

“Humility” depending on your translation)?       

b. What must the Lord’s bondservant do with gentleness?    

            

c. According to this section, does being gentle include seeking 

arguments?            

d. What reason is given for why we should show gentleness?   

            

e. What must we pursue according to this section?     

            

f. In what way will pursuing these further the goals of gentleness?  

            

g. Having studied this section, what should be the end goal of all of our 

interactions?          
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II. Take a look at Titus 3:1-11 in order to answer the following questions: 

a. In which verse do we find the word “gentle”?      

b. What attribute is supposed to accompany gentleness?     

c. Toward whom are we supposed to be gentle?      

d. In verse three, what reason is given for why we should be gentle 

toward these people?         

            

e. To whom does this section tell us to be submissive?  

i.         

ii.          

f. In Titus’ and Paul’s time were these groups particularly friendly 

toward Christians?          

g. How often in this section do we see the word or idea of “quarreling”?  

          

h. In each of these occurrences, what are we commanded to do?   

            

i. What does this section tell us that we should do if a person persists in 

being quarrelsome?         

            

III. Study 1 Peter 3:13-17 in order to answer the following questions: 

a. What reason does Peter give for why we might suffer?    

            

b. What must we always be ready to do when asked about the hope that 

is in us?            

c. What attitude should we have while doing this?     

            

d. Why should we endeavor to keep a good conscience?    

            

e. If we answer opposition in a rude and argumentative way, have we 

followed this command?          

IV. In all three of the passages that we have studied in this section, what is 

the end goal (stated or implied) of showing gentleness to those who 

oppose the truth?           
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Gentleness in our dealings with Christians 

Because Christians are humans, we can sometimes be difficult to deal with. 

Properly applying Gentleness can prevent unintentional spiritual harm to those 

whom we should be building up!  

I. Study 1 Corinthians 4:14-21 and answer the following questions: 

a. In which verse is the word “gentleness” mentioned?     

b. Are the Christians whom Paul is writing to completely spiritually 

healthy, or are they struggling spiritually?     

c. Why did Paul send Timothy to them?       

            

d. Were the arrogant ones Paul mentioned submitting to God?    

e. What would determine whether Paul came with a rod of punishment, 

or with love and a spirit of gentleness (Hint: read chapter 5)?   

            

II. Look at Galatians 6:1-5 to answer the following questions: 

a. Who is supposed to show gentleness here?       

b. To whom are they to show gentleness?       

c. What is the end goal of this gentleness?       

d. According to this section, how do we fulfill the law of Christ?   

            

e. What are we supposed to do with our own work?      

f. Why should we do this?          

III. Read through Ephesians 4:1-6 so that you can answer these questions: 

a. Who does “one another” refer to in this section?      

b. What attributes are we to show as we are “bearing with one another in 

love”?   i.      ii.      iii.      

c. Doing these things fulfills the command to walk in what way?   

            

d. By doing these things what will we be maintaining?     

e. What motivation is given for wanting to maintain this?    
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I. Study Colossians 3:1-17 then answer the following questions: 

a. In which verse is the word “gentleness” or “meekness” mentioned?   

b. What phrases include “put” in this section? (These will be easiest to 

find in the ESV or NKJV)  

i.             

ii.            

iii.            

iv.            

v.            

vi.            

c. What major contrast is being made in this section?     

            

d. What does the text call people who put on gentleness (meekness)?  

            

e. What are we to do with meekness and the other attributes that are 

listed with it?        

f. What must we do if we have a complaint against another, and why?  

            

II. Look again at all four passages studied in this section of our study sheet  

(1 Cor. 4:14-21, Gal. 6:1-5, Eph. 4:1-6, Col. 3:1-17) in order to answer 

these questions:  

a. What other attributes are listed alongside of gentleness in both the 

Ephesians passage and the Colossians passage?    

           

            

b. Though they may not directly mentioned, in what ways do we see 

these same attributes being described in the 1 Corinthians and 

Galatians passages?         
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Gentleness in relation to God’s word 

I. Study James 1:19-25, then answer the following questions: 

a. Which verse includes the word “meekness”?      

b. What is the Strong’s number for the Greek word translated as 

“meekness”?     

c. Is this the same word that is translated “gentleness” in Gal. 5:23?  

d. What are we to receive with meekness?       

e. In this section, what will hinder our meekness?     

            

f. If we hear the word of God, yet do not act on it, what are we doing to 

ourselves?            

g. What analogy is used to illustrate this?      

            

h. Why is meekness necessary when hearing and acting on God’s word?  

           

            

II. Take a look at James 3:13 -18 to answer these questions: 

a. In this section, who is it that displays meekness?      

b. According to this section, from where do jealousy and selfish 

ambition come?           

c. What are the results of jealousy and selfish ambition?   

            

d. What description is given for the wisdom that is from above?   

           

           

            

e. Essay question: Please describe the connection between those who 

make peace and having a meek attitude toward God’s word:   
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Gentleness as opposed to sinful attitudes  

We have already seen a number of sections where Gentleness is contrasted with 

sinful attitudes. But in this section, we will look at a couple which did not 

smoothly fit into one of the other sections.  

I. Study through 1 Timothy 6:3-16 to answer these questions: 

a. Which verse includes the word “gentleness”?      

b. What is the man of God supposed to do about gentleness (Along with 

the other attributes in the list)?         

c. What things does the man of God need to flee?          

           

d. Can a person pursue righteous things and sinful things at the same 

time?             

II. Study 1 Peter 3:1-7, then answer the following questions: 

a. In verses 1-6, who is being addressed?       

b. Which verse includes the word “gentle”?       

c. What is the end goal of being submissive to an unbelieving  husband?  

            

d. According to this section what is more important, gaining human 

attention with flashy jewelry and fancy clothes, or gaining God’s 

approval with a godly heart?         

e. What Old Testament example is given of a person who displayed a 

gentle spirit?           

f. Will a gentle and quiet spirit pass away with age or use?     

g. In what way is the husband to live with his wife?     

            

h. What should a husband show toward his wife?      

i. If he does not do these things, what will the consequence be?   

            

 

 


